
Pave the way with GECA
Hard surfacing products, such as tile and stone, have 
the potential to create significant burdens on the 
environment. Impacts can range from the energy spent 
in sourcing the raw materials and the adverse effects of 
quarries, to air and water pollutants emitted during the 
finishing operations.
 
When a product is certified against Good Environmental 
Choice Australia (GECA)’s Hard Surfacing standard, 
consumers can be sure that the product has been 
assessed to meet environmental, human health and 
ethical impact criteria. GECA certification removes doubt 
and confusion and makes identifying environmentally and 
socially preferable products easier.

Products covered by the standard include natural or 
agglomerated stones, concrete paving units, and tiles 
made from terrazzo, ceramic, clay or glass.

Products certified under GECA’s Hard Surfacing standard 
also contribute towards achieving credit points for 
projects being certified under the Green Building Council 
of Australia’s Green Star fitout calculators.

Find GECA certified tile and stone products on our 
website. If your favourite product is not listed, why not 
ask them to get certified.

Why buy GECA certified products?

Better for the environment
• Mining and quarrying operations must have minimal 

impact on the surrounding environment
• Emissions to air and water are limited
• Operations must be energy efficient and minimise 

water wastage
• A minimum amount of usable material must be 

extracted from primary (raw) materials to minimise 
waste

• Product packaging must be recyclable and take-back 
schemes in place for disposing of the product at the 
end of its life

Better for human health
• No known carcinogens, mutagens or reproductive 

toxins as ingredients
• Products must demonstrate radioactive safety

Better for ethical considerations
• No unsubstantiated claims (greenwashing)
• Workers can expect fair pay, equal opportunity, and a 

safe working environment

www.geca.eco

http://www.geca.eco/standards/geca-40-2008-hard-surfacing-v1-1/


Lock this layer

The GECA Hard Surfacing standard

Key criteria Concerns   GECA Standard
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	Mining and quarrying Materials must be demonstrably 
sourced from locations compliant with 
environmental legislation.

  Geographical origins of quarried, mined or recycled material 
must be documented.

	Quarry and mine 
water use

Care must be taken to preserve water 
bodies of ecological significance.

  Quarries and mines must not interfere with a confined aquifer 
or use surface water if connected to a place of ecological 
significance (eg, National Park).

	Visual, noise and 
dust impacts

Visual and noise pollution can have 
a significant impact on human and 
animal health.

  Where the site is within 5km of a populated or ecologically 
significant area, strict limits apply to dust emissions, noise levels 
and visual impact (as defined in the Standard).

	Plastics and other 
synthetic materials

Sourcing materials to make plastic 
and synthetic products causes 
environmental pollution.

  Requirements for sourcing of petrochemical products. Synthetic 
resins must not comprise more than 10% of the certified product

	Environmental 
emissions

Emissions of certain substances to air 
or water contributes to environmental 
pollution.

  Limits on dust, sulfur dioxide, nitrous oxides, fluorine and 
styrene emissions to air, and effluent waters discharged to the 
environment

	Energy and waste 
management

Mining and quarrying requires 
significant energy and water useage, 
which can lead to unnecessary waste 
of resources.

  Energy efficiency, water use minimisation and waste 
minimisation practices must be used for all operations.

	Recycled content Using recycled content minimises 
the environmental harm caused by 
obtaining virgin materials.

  Glass tiles must incorporate at least 50% recycled content.

	Usable material ratio Efficient use of primary materials 
minimises wastage.

  Must extract at least 30% of usable material from most primary 
materials (for sand and aggregate, minimum 60%)

	Product packaging, 
stewardship and 
recyclability

Products that are difficult to separate 
into recyclable parts at end-of-product 
life are more likely to contribute to 
landfill.

  Appropriate recycling and/or stewardship program to take back 
products at end of life must be in place. Product must be easily 
separated into recyclable units at end of life. Product packaging 
must be recyclable.
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	Hazardous materials Short, medium and long term risks to 
human health and the environment.

  Specific hazardous materials must not be added during 
manufacture. No known carcinogens, mutagens or harmful 
substances permitted. Certain pollutants, such as tar oils and 
asbestos, must not be detectable in certified products.

	Radioactive safety Sources of radioactivity can pose a 
threat to human health.

  Products intended for indoor use made of particular materials 
must demonstrate radioactive safety
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	Human rights Safe working conditions, fair and equal 
opportunities should be available to 
workers.

  Requirements for workplace safety, fair pay and equal 
opportunity.

	Legal compliance Organisations must comply with 
required local and international laws 
and regulations. 

  Requirements for lawful conduct and environmental compliance. 

	Environmental 
claims

“Greenwashing” can mislead potential 
buyers.

  All claims must be true and substantiated.

 
For full list of criteria, refer to the GECA 40-2008 Hard Surfacing standard.
GECA runs Australia’s only independent, not-for-profit, multi-sector ecolabelling program and is the only Australian member of the 
Global Ecolabelling Network. It develops standards against which products can be independently audited by GECA’s JAS-ANZ 
accredited conformity assessment bodies. Its standards are developed following ISO14024 principles for global best practice in 
ecolabelling. More information is available at www.geca.eco
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